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1.

What is Maritime English?
Maritime English is the type of English used by seafarers, which includes the IMO SMCP.

What is the IMO SMCP?

“As navigational and safety communications from ship to shore and vice versa, ship to ship, and
on board ships must be precise, simple and unambiguous, so as to avoid confusion and error, there

is a need to standardize the language used.”
“The IMO SMCP builds on a basic knowledge of the English language. It was drafted intentionally
in a simplified version of Maritime English to reduce grammatical, lexical and idiomatic varieties to

a tolerable minimum, using standardized structures for the sake of its function aspects, i.c.

reducing misunderstanding in safety-related verbal communications, thereby endeavouring to reflect
present maritime English language usage on board vessels and in ship-to-shore/ship-to-ship
communications.

This means that in phrases offered for use in emergency and other situations developing under
considerable pressure of time or psychological stress as well as in navigational warnings, a_block

language is applied which uses sparingly or omits the function words the, a/an, /s/are as done in
seafaring practice. Users, however, may be flexible in this respect.”

>
>
>

>

The IMO SMCP is developed in order to ensure safety.

Safety is supposed to be ensured if we can avoid confusion and error in communication.
Confusion and error in communication can be avoided if a simplified version of Maritime
English is used.

The simplified version of Maritime English means a kind of block language without function

words such as #4e, aan, and isare.

3.

[A]

Overview

First, we will show that the grammar of the SMCP remains by and large within the

parameters set by the Ministry of Education for junior-high students. This is definitely good

news for Japanese seafarers who are supposed to learn the SMCP.

[B]

Second, there is bad news, too. The type of simplification applied to the SMCP does not

necessarily facilitate easier learning. In particular, | will focus on omission of function words,

and will point out that the omission does not seem systematic, causing inconsistencies here

and there.
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APPENDIX A: THE COURSE OF STUDY FOR LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOL ---English
® Grammatical items

(A) Sentences

a. Simple, compound and complex sentences

b. Affirmative and negative declarative sentences

c. Affirmative and negative imperative sentences

d. Interrogative sentences that begin with a V or an Aux V such as caz, do, may, etc., that contain o7,
and that begin with an interrogative such as Zow;, what, when, where, which, who, whose and why.

(B) Sentence patterns

a. 'Subject + Verb'

b. 'Subject + Verb + Complement'

(aa) Subject + e+ {N/ProN/Ad;j}

(bb) Subject + non-be +{N/Adj}

c. 'Subject + Verb + Object'

(aa) Subject+verb+{N/ProN/gerund/zo-infinitive//ow etc.+zo-infinitive/a clause beginning with #az}
(bb) Subject + verb + a clause beginning with w/az etc.

d. 'Subject + Verb + Indirect Object + Direct Object’

(aa) Subject + verb + indirect object + {N/ProN}

(bb) Subject + verb + indirect object + Zow etc. + zo-infinitive

e.  'Subject + Verb + Object + Complement'

(aa) Subject + verb + object + {N/Adj}

f.  Other sentence patterns

(aa) Zhere+ be+ ~

(bb) £+ be+ ~ (+ for ~)+ to-infinitive

(cc) Subject + ze//, want, etc. + Object + Zo-infinitive

(C) Pronouns

a. Personal, demonstrative, interrogative and quantitative pronouns

b. Basic restrictive uses of the relative pronouns, #az, whic/ and who used in the nominative case
and #sat and w/ic/ used in the objective case

(D) Verb tenses etc.: Present, past, present progressive, past progressive, present perfect and future
formed with auxiliary verbs etc.

(E) Comparative forms of adjectives and adverbs
(F) Basic fo-infinitives

(G) Basic gerunds

(H)
(

[) Presentand past tenses of passive voices

Adjectival use of present and past participles
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APPENDIX B: F 2 H I E TG WEE

® IEHFH

(A) X

a. B3, IR O

b. HIE KOG E DR

c. HEK O E DML

d. Mo H> 5, BEITHEEDL LD, can, do, may 72 EOBIENGEICTEE D H D, or 5T
H DK N how, what, when, where, which, who, whose, why O%E[ECTlEE 5 H D
(B) U

a. [ =55+ @ O SR

b. [F3E + B+ iEE] OO 5 b,

(aa) FiE+be BhEal + {4 G4 A AT

(bb) F=5E + be B LA O & + {44 5/ TE 255}

c. [FEBE+TE+HMEE] OO S b

(an) ERE+EE+ (A FMAEENVL G 0 A ER how (72 E) to RiER that ThtE 2 Hi}
(bb) 7B+ Ehwd + whar 72 ¥ THEE D Hi

d [EFE+EhGE+MBEAE+E#ERE] OO S b,

(aa) TF3H+BhE + HEE B AURE + (40 3/ R4}

(bb) F&E+EhE + fHE B ARE + ow (72 E) 10 ANEF

e [EFE+BE+ HOUEEHMIRE] OTRD S b,

(aa) ERE+Ehad 4 B AUFE + (4B R}

f ZOfmoOTHD 5 b,

(aa) 7here+ be B+~

(bb) Zr+be BiFil+~ (+/for~) +st0 NiEF

(cc) B +rel, want 72 & + BHIEE + r0 ANiE R

(C) R4

a. N, HEoR, Bfll, #EE£RTHO

b. BIRIRA G D 5 B, FHO that, which, who & OVH B that, which OHIBRAFYED
ENIDYIS N

(D)ENF DI 72 &

B, @ER, BUEEITR, BEETE, BT TR LK OBIEE e &4 Vo Rk kB
(E) o455 M OVRIIGR D be i 224t

(F) 20 REFD 5 BLIEEARK 2 H D

(G) B4ED 5 BHEEARM D

(H) BUESF R ONR L w oA & LTORkE

() ZTH D5 BLEAEE LR ER
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3. Some Virtues of the IMO SMCP
3.1. Sentence Patterns Found in the IMO SMCP
[1] 5 Basic Sentence Patterns

I. S+V
Can you proceed?

1 can beach in position P.

The tide is rising/falling.

Avoid this area - no possibility for vessels to turn.
iI. S+V+C

The name of my vesselis _ V

1am aground.

| ask you kindly to remain calm.

im. s+v+0

1 require assistance.

Start pumping.
MV V agrees to be overtaken.

Do not forget to take your lifejackets and blankets with you.
V. S+V+10+ DO

Ask the survivor(s) the following information.

Instruct the crew how to connect reefer plugs.
V. S+V+0+C
If you see anybody fall overboard, act as follows.

Keep these goods dry.

Let the spillage evaporate.

Have a heaving line ready at the pilot ladder.
Have the lookouts manned and report.

(Let go the tags.)

(Make fast the tags forward.)

[2] Other Sentence Patterns

There + be-V + ~

Is there danger of explosion?

S + tell, want, etc. + O + to-infinitive
ADVICE. (Advise you) stand by on VHF Channel six nine."

Advise you to recover your fishing gear.
For safety reasons | request all crew members to go to their assembly stations.

Thickness of ice is expected to increase in your position.
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4. Some Problematic Features of the IMO SMCP

4.1. Registers

4.1.1. Definition of Registers

A register is a style of language, imposed by a social context, with a specific format of words,
phrases, constructions, and discourse structures.

A truncated register (or a block language) is a style of language whose specific format is

characterized by the need of brevity.

4.1.2. Examples of truncated registers

® Instructions (e.q., recipes)

a) Wash the spinach well and place __ in a deep saucepan. Cover and cook __, without additional water,
until __ _ tender, about two minutes. Remove __ to a wooden bowl and chop __. Return __ to the pot
... [recipe for Danish spinach ring, Mew York Times Cook Book, p. 40]

® Diary entries

[

—

__ Hurt myself when trying to cut the roses.

(=3

__ Left the party exhausted.

® Telegrams

a) __ regret __ unable to give paper as scheduled.

® newspaper headlines

a) ROYALDOG ILL (=Aroyal dog isill.)

b) OPPOSITION CLAIM GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBLE FOR CRISIS (=The opposition claim that the
government is responsible for the crisis.)

c) KILLED ON RAILWAY (=Someone was killed on railway.)

® The IMO Standard Marine Communication Phrases

a) Whereis the fire? --- ___ Fire is on deck.

b) MV YV ___ incritical condition.

c¢) Has ___ wvessel refloated? --- No, ___ vessel ___ not refloated (yet).
d) Are there dangers to navigation? --- ___ No dangers to navigation.

e) __ Received your MAYDAY.
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4.2. Omission of Function Words in the IMO SMCP

4.2.1. Data

[A] Omission of articles

la) Where is the fire? --- Fire is on deck. [SMCP]

1b) Where is the fire? --- __The fire is on the deck. [Standard Register]

2a) Person picked up is crewmember of MV X. [SMCP]

2b) The person picked up is a crewmember of MV X. [Standard Eng]
[B] Omission of the verb be

B-a) Copula

3a) MVV in critical condition. [SMCP]

3b) MVV _is in critical condition. [Standard Eng]

B-b) Progressive

4a) MVV ___ proceeding to your assistance. [SMCP]

4b) MVV _is  proceeding to your assistance. [Standard Eng]

B-c) Passive

5a) Noice located in position P. [SMCP]

5b) Noice is located in position P. [Standard Eng]

[C] Omission of the auxiliary Aave

6a) Has vessel refloated? --- No, vessel not refloated (yet). [SMCP]

6b) Has vessel refloated? --- No, vessel has not refloated (yet). [Standard Eng]
[D] Omission of Subject + Copula (Pronoun + be)

H: MV V, are you ready for the helicopter?

7a) V: Ready for the helicopter in X minutes. [SMCP]

7b) V: _Tam ready for the helicopter in X minutes. [Standard Eng]

[E] Omission of Subject + Copula (7/ere + be)

8a) Are there dangers to navigation? --- No dangers to navigation. [SMCP]
8b) Are there dangers to navigation? --- _There are  no dangers to navigation. [Standard Eng]
[F1 Omission of the Subject Pronoun /

9a) Received your MAYDAY. [SMCP]

9b) | received your MAYDAY. [Standard Eng]
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4.2.2. Some Inconsistencies

[A] Omission of articles

10) Where is the fire? --- __The fire is on the deck.
[B] Omission of the verb be

B-a) Copula

Ila) MVV _is in critical condition.

11b) Is your radar in operation. --- Yes, my radar is in operation.
B-b) Progressive
12) MVV __is __ proceeding to your assistance.
12b) MV V is proceeding for assistance — within X hours.
12¢) MV Vs flooding below water line.
B-c) Passive
13b) What is the latest ice information? --- No ice is located in position P.
13b) What kind of assistance is required? --- Medical assistance is required.
[C] Omission of the auxiliary Aave
14a) Has vessel refloated? --- No, vessel has not refloated (yet).
14b) Has flooding stopped? --- No, flooding has not stopped (yet).
[D] Omission of Subject + Copula (Pronoun + be)
15a) H: MV V, are you ready for the helicopter?
V: _Tam ready for the helicopter in X minutes.

15b) Beready to get underway. --- I am ready to get underway.
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